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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, and §§1.97 and 1.98 as amended. Applicant cites, 
describes, and provides copies of the following art references. Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2) however, 
copies of U.S. patent reference(s) are not provided. 

FOREIGN PATENT REFERENCE; 

European Patent Publication No.: EP 1 274 212 to Sato, entitled METHOD AND 
DEVICE AVOIDING UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS, published on 8 January 2003 
(with English abstract). 

OTHER DOCUMENTS; 

Chinese Office Action for Chinese Patent Application No. 2004 1 0005804.7 issued 
on 15 September 2006. 




1- 



PATENT 
P56996 



DISCUSSION 

According to the Chinese Office Action, Sato, EP'212 discloses that when a first access firom 
an external apparatus occurs to an intelligent interconnecting device and the external apparatus is 
authenticated in authentication processing based on a TCP/IP protocol in the intelligent 
interconnecting device, the intelligent interconnecting device stores therein a source IP address of 
the external apparatus. When an access fi-om an external apparatus occurs thereafter, a response to 
the access is permitted only when a source IP address of the external apparatus giving the access is 
identical with the source IP address stored in advance. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(d), the undersigned attorney hereby certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication fi-om 
a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application not more than three (3) months 
prior to the filing of the statement. 

The citation of the foregoing references is not intended to constitute an assertion that other 
or more relevant art does not exist. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to make a wide-ranging 
and thorough search of the relevant art. 

No fee is incurred by this Statement. 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



Chinese Office Action for Chinese Patent Application No. 200410005804.7 issued on 15 September 2006. 



EXAMINER: 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through citation if not in confbrmance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 



